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best. There's no one I know would 'ave gone to all
that trouble on such a chance. But tell me this.
What facts 'ad you to go on ? Never a one. You worked
on a prophecy—and a 	 thin prophecy, too."
Berry swallowed before replying.
" That's true," he said. " But what did you say
just now ? You said that no one you knew would have
gone to all that trouble on such a chance. And that's
what gets me." He laid a hand on my arm. " But
for my cousin here, we shouldn't have taken that
trouble, I was dead against it: I thought it wasn't
worth while. And that's why I'm sitting up, begging
for hard-baked facts. I don't care how few we've
got—let's found some plan on them. And then I'll take
off my coat. If you showed me a five-acre field and told
me the jewels were buried within its fence, I'd dig the
swine up if it took me the rest of my life."
" Sony," said Fluff. " Ninety-five per cent guess-
work, an' only five per cent fact. That's the shape of a
job like this. An' always will be." He sighed.
"With only ten per cent fact, I'd be a millionaire.
You read about the shows that come off, but 'ow many
fail ? Some 'itch, some prophecy out, some chance
what you 'ad to take goes letting you down. I know—
you want to make sure. Well, you	well can't in
this game. There's no such word."
Berry took off his hat and wiped his brow. Then he
turned to Susie.
" Knows how to clear the air, doesn't he ? I feel all
swept and garnished after he's done."
Susie nodded sympathetically.
" I know/' she said. " Empty like. But when he
talks that way, you can take what he says. That's
what I like abou£ him."
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